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| THE NEW GERMANY

. From unconditional surrender to record unemployment, East Germany’s birth
to its demise: a timeline of German postwar history

1953

JUNE 17 - UPRISING IN EAST BERLIN

Construction workers profest against the increases in pro-
ductivity demanded by the communist regime. The demon-
strations escalate into a popular insurrection in the GDR.
Hundreds of thousands take fo the streets. With the ap-
proval of the East German leadership, Soviet tanks quash
the rebellion.

_1954

JULY 4 — THE “MIRACLE OF BERN”

Goal! Goal! Goal! In Bern, Switzerland, Helmut Rahn scores
in the 84th minute against Hangary to win West Germany
its first World Cup. Demoralized by the war and Nazi terror,
the Germans wildly celebrate the victory.

MAY 8 ~ UNCONDITIONAL SURRENDER

The war and Nazi tyranny are finally over. General Field -
Marshal Wilkelm Keitel, chief of the High Command of the MAY 9 — NATO

Wehrmacht, capitulates in Berlin. West Germany joins the North Atlantic Treaty Organization,
NOVEMBER 20 —~ START OF THE NUREMBERG TRIALS NATO.

Twenty-four leading Nazis and military aides are tried in MAY 14 — WARSAW PACT

Nurembqrg. Almost a year later, the International Military The GDR joins the Warsaw Pact, the eastern-bloc equivalent
Tribunal issues 12 death sentences. of NATO.

L1957 §
JANUARY 1 ~ RESTORATION OF THE SAAR REGION

il JUNE 26 — CURRENCY REFORM

I1| Things begin to look up again: the deutschmark is now lega! Residents of the Saar region opt for German nationality. A
in tender in the three western zones. referendum makes Saarland, until then occupied by France,

West Germany'’s 11th federal state.

JUNE 24 — BERLIN BLOCKADE AND AIRLIFT
The Soviet army closes all road, rail and waterway links to

Berlin. For more than a year, until Septernber 30, 1949, the N - _ “ "
i western powers supply Berlin by air. Every few minutes a 0c ,OBER 1 _THE I_“NG ARRWES n
i cargo plane lands at one of West Berlin’s three airports. The Elvis I’Jr,es].eyﬁls stationed in West Germany for 17 months.
‘ Germans affectionately label these aircraft “raisin bombers.” § Rock '’ roll infects young West Germans and divides the

generations — an early hint of later youth protests.

MAY 23 — BIRTH OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLEC OF GERMANY
On May 8§, the Parliamentary Council in Bonn passes the

AUGUST 13 — BERLIN WALL

Basic Law by a margin of 53 to 12 - the West German consti- -~ § "orkers begin building the Berlin Wall, which will divide
tution is proclaimed on May 23. In September, Christian De-  § £ast and West Berlin for nearly 30 years. Until now, hun-
mocrat Konrad Adenauer is elected chancellor. He energeti- dreds of thousands of East Germans had escaped to the

cally embeds the Federal Republic into the Western Alliance,
and shapes the:course of West German politics until the ear-
Iy 1960s.

OCTOBER 7 — BIRTH OF THE GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
The Provisional People’s Chamber approves the constitution
of the GDR In Fuly 1950, Walter Ulbricht becomes general
secretary of the Socialist Unity Party. Ulbricht dominates
political and cultural life in East Germany unti! the end of
the 1960s.

JANUARY 18 — NUDE SPARKS SCANDAL

The movie The Sinner creates a scandal in West Germany
because actress Hildegard Knef is shown naked for three
seconds.

Newly-built section of the Berlin Wa
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West via the city’s sector border. The GDR leadership in-
stalls a so-called death strip alongside the Wall, complete
with barbed wire and mines. About 300 people die on the
inner-German border in subsequent years. Thousands are
caught irying to escape and end up in prison.

OCTOBER 26 — THE SPIEGEL AFFAIR

In a cloak-and-dagger operation, federal prosecutors and po-

fice officers occupy the offices of DER SPIEGEL in Ham-
burg. Editor in chief Rudolf Augstein and six journalists are
arrested under suspicion of treason. The incident prompts a
national outery, with people speaking out against the judi-
ciary and in favor of freecdom of the press. The accusation of
treason proves unfounded. Frequently a subject of critical

- SPIEGEL articles, Defense Minister Franz Josef Strauss of
the Christian Social Union was the prime mover behind the
raid. Strauss was later forced to resign as a result.

JUNE 26 — BERLIN AND FREEDOM
At the peak of the Cold War, U.S. President John E
Kennedy visits West Berlin. The city’s isolated residents love
him, above all for the sentence he
uiters outside the city hall in
Schoeneberg: “1 am a Berliner!”

SEPTEMBER 10 - “GUEST WORKERS”
Armando Sa Rodrigues, a carpenter
from Portugal, becomes West Ger-
many’s one-millionth guest worker.
When he arrives in Bonn, the Fed-
eration of Germar Employers’ As-
sociations presénts hiffi with a
moped.

] “Guest worker” Rodrigues
JUNE 2 — BENNO OHNESORG DIES
The Shah of Persia’s visit to West Germany triggers demon-
strations and civil disturbances. The student Benno Ohne-
sorg is shot to death by a police officer. The incident sparls
riots at universities across West Germany.

APRIL 2 — INITIAL
LEFT-WING
TERRORISM

Two department
stores in Frankfurt
are targeted with
arson attacks. The
perpetrators in-
clude Andreas
Baader and Gu-
drugn Ensslin, who
go on to lead the
self-proclaimed
Red Army Faction
{RAF).

APRIL 11 — RUDI DUTSCHKE ATTACKED

Student leader Rudi Dutschke is seriously wounded in an as-
sassination attempt. The attack prompis clashes between
demonstrators and the police throughout West Germany.
Students march against the Vietnam War and the conserva-
tive Springer publishing group.

Terrorists Baader, Enssiin
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<1969 .

CTOBER 21 — START OF THE SPD-FDP COALITION
With the support of the country’s liberals, Willy Brandt is
elected chancellor in the first Social Democratic-led govern-
ment in West Germany. With its so-called ostpolitik, a policy
of gradual bridgebuilding, the administration seeks to re-
duce tensions between East and West. The inner-German
border becomes increasingly porous.

MAY 3 — ULBRICHT 1S TOPPLED

An era comes to an end in the GIDR: Walter Ulbricht is
forced to step down as first secretary of the Socialist Unity
Party’s Central Committee. He is succeeded by Erich Ho-
necker. Nothing changes for the East Germans: there is no
liberalization at home, while foreign poticy remains keyed to
the Soviet Union.

SEPTEMBER 5/6 — TERROR AT TRE OLYMPICS

The “happy games” turn into bleody disaster. Arab terror-
Jists attack the Israeli quarters at the Olympic village in Mu-

nich. Eleven Israeli athletes, five terrorists and one police of-
ficer die.

1973
NOVEMBER 25 — FIRST BAN ON SUNDAY DRIVING

German autobahns remain empty. The Arab states’ oil boy-
cott forces the industrialized countries to impose drastic sav-

ing measures, West Germany prohibits driving on four Sun-
days during the year.

Strofling on a carfree Sunday

APRIL 25 — ESPIONAGE IN THE CHANCELLERY

A personal assistant of Chancellor Willy Brandt, Guenter
Guillanme, is arrested and exposed as a top East
German spy. As a result, Brandt tenders his resignation
on May 6.

SEPTEMBER 5 — UNMITIGATED TERROR

Members of the Red Army Faction kidnap Hanns Martin
Schleyer, the president of West Germany’s employers’ asso-
ciation, They want to extort the release of other members
who are being held in Stammheim prison in Stuttgart. The
same demands are made by Palestinian terrorists who hijack
the Lufthansa aircraft “Landshut.” Chancelior Helmut
Schinidt, a Social Democrat, toughs it out. On October 18,
West Germany’s GSG ¢ special forces storm the airliner at
Mogadishu airport in Somalia, freeing all the hostages.
Three of the imprisoned Red Army Faction members subse-
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quently commit suicide. The following day, Hanns Martin
Schieyer is found dead. In April and May, the faction’s mem-
bers murder Siegfried Buback, Germany’s Chief Federal
Prosecutor, and Juergen Ponto, head of Dresdner Bank.

POLITICS ;

AUGUST 26 — OFF INTO SPACE

GDR officer Sigmund Jaehn joins Russian cosmonauts to be-

come the first German in space. Five years later, on Novem-
ber 28, 1083, the West German UH Merbold goes into orhit
with the U.S. space shuttle.

JANUARY 22 — AUSCHWITZ AS A TV DRAMA
The four-part TV series Holocaust breaks all known records.
Twenty million Germans sit ghied to their screens, horrified
by Germany’s past and the crimes committed against Jews,
The Hollywood production achieves what countless books,
plays, documentaries and films had failed to de: it makes
Auschwitz a national issue.

1981

FEBRUARY 28 — “ATOMIC POWER — NO THANKS!”
Scme 90,000 anti-nuclear campaigners clash with thousands
of police officers at a demonstration against the Brokdorf
nuclear power plant. From the Brokdorf power plant
through the confrontations at the western runway at Frank-
furt Airport to occupied buildings in Hamburg, Frankfurt
and West Berlin, West German political protests increasingly
degenerate into civil disorder.

Demonstration against the Brokdorf nuclear power plant (1986)

1982

QCTOBER 1 — UPHEAVAL IN BONN

After 13 years of coalition with the Social Democrats, West
Germany’s Free Democratic Party (FDP) quits the government
and joins forces with the Christian Democratic Union (CDU).

Following a vote of no confidence against chancellor Helmut
Schmidt, CDU leader Helmut Kohi becomes chancellor.

1 .
OCTOBER 22 — "PEACE WITHOUT ARMS"

The high point of the peace movement’s activities: hundreds
of thousands of people demonstrate in Bonn against NATO’s
rearmarnent resolution, which calls for the depioyment of
new U.S. nuclear weapons fo counter Moscow’s 55-20 mis-
siles, In parts of West Germany, peace supporters form kilo-

meter-long “peace chains” and block missile bases, The
rearmament goes ahead anyway.
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_1985
“JULY 7 - “BOOM-BOOM BORIS!”
The 17-year-old Boris Becker
from Leimen is the first Ger-
man, and youngest player
of all time, to win Wimbledon —
the world’s top tennis tourna-
ment. Germany finds itself in
the grips of 2 collective tennis
craze.

1987

OCTOBER 11 ~ DEATH IN THE
BATHTUB

A former premier of Schleswig-
Holstein, the Christian Democ-
rat Uwe Barschel, is found dead
in his bathtub in a Geneva hotel. At the beginning of Sep-
tember, SPIEGEL revealed that Barschel had planned to dis-
credit Social Democrat Bjoern Engholm, his opponent in the
upcoming state election, with allegations about his private
life. Barschel, whose party lost the election following the
publication of the revelations, denied the plans and urged
members of his staff to give false testimony. His death in
(eneva becomes a source of intense speculation for several
vears.

_1989
SEPTEMBER 11 -~ FIRST HOLES IN THE IRON CURTAIN
Hungary opens its border to Austria for GDR refugees.
Hundreds of Bast Germans had previously sought refuge in

the West German embassies in Hast Berlin, Budapest and
Prague.

~SEPTEMBER 25— “MONDAY DEMONSTRATIONS”
During a protest rally in Leipzig following the weekly Mon-
day peace prayer at the Church of St. Nicholas —~ hence the
name “Monday demonstrations” - some 6,000 people de-
mand freedom of speech, movement and assembly in East
Germany.

OCTOBER 9 — “WE ARE THE PEOPLE"

Seventy thousand gather on Leipzig’s streets for the city’s
first large-scale demonstration. Their rallying call: “We are
the people.” The event prompts mass protests around the
GDR during the following weeks. In East Berlin alone, more
than 500,000 residents demon-
strate for democratic reforms
on November 4.

Wimbledon great Becker

NOVEMBER 9 -
FALL OF THE WALL

In the evening, Politbiiro
memmber Guenter Schabowski
announces that all East Ger-
mans are free fo travel. There
is no more holding themn back.
That same night, the Wall is
opened and thousands of East
Berliners pour into the West.

NOVEMBER 22 ~
CALL FOR REUNIFICATION

At the Monday demonstration
in Leipzig, the demand for the
two German states to be re-
unified is voiced for the first
time: “We are one people.”
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Beriinaﬂ'r te fall of the Wall
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MARCH 18 - FREE ELECTIONS IN THE GDR

The Christian Democratic Union wins the first free elections
to the People’s Chamber in Bast Germany. The Christian
Democrat Lothar de Maiziere becomes the prime minister of
a multi-party government and immediately starts negotiating
reunification with Bonn.

OCTOBER 3 ~ REUNIFICATION

At midnight, the black, red and gold German flag is hoisted
cutside the Reichstag in Berlin, Fireworks light up the his-
toric scene at Brandenburg Gate as people celebrate. Ger-
many has been reunified.

AUGUST 22 — HOSTILITY TOWARD FOREIGNERS
Pogrom-Like riots are organized by young right-wing
extremists against a hoste! in Rostock where immigrants
are staying. The rioters are applauded by curious on-
lookers as they set fire to the building. Violence against
foreigners spreads. Three Turkish women die in an
arson attack in Moelln. Hundreds of thousands of
citizens protest againsi the Xenophobia and form long
human chains.

APRH. 2 ~ FIRST POSTWAR MISSION

For the first time since the end of World War H, German
troops are deployed. In a joint peacekeeping mission with
other nations’ forces, they help maintain the no-fly zone
over Bosnia-Herzegovina. “

Ded Reichstag

JUNE 24 ~ THE REICHSTAG AS A WORK OF ART

The artists Christo and Jeanne-Claude drape the Reichstag
building with silvery, elegantly gathered plastic covers for
two weeks. Millions head for Berlin to witness the spectacle.

JULY 17 ~ THE FLOOD ARRIVES

The territories alongside the Oder River in eastern Germany
are hit by the worst flood of the century. Forty-five thousand
helpers, including 30,000 Bundeswehr troops, spend several
weeks working around the clock.

SEPTEMBER 27 — HELMUT

-entation and elect him fo

JANUARY 1 — BYE-BYE

200
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KOHIL. DEPARTS

The coalition of Christian
Democrats and Free Democ-
rats led by Helmut Kobl sul-
fers a conclusive defeat in
the general elections. The
chancellor of reunification
steps off the political stage,
to be succeeded by the So-
cial Democrat Gerhard
Schrader.

M. DARCHINGER

Kehi, Schroder in the Bundestag

2000 _
JUNE 1 - WORLD'S FAIR

German President Johannes Rau opens “Expo 20067 in
Hanover. The first World’s Fair in Germany proves z suc-
cess, despite numerous organizational hitches in the run-up
to the exhibition.

JUNE 10 — GAY GOVERNOR IN BERLIN

At the convention of Berlin’s
Social Democrats, Klaus
Wowereit, his party’s leading
candidate for the office of
governing mayor, says he isa
homosexual. His statement —
“} am gay, and that's a good
thing” - becomes a popular
expression. Berliners have no
problerns with his sexual ori-

office.

DEUTSCHMARK

The first euro notes and coins
are issued. The deutschmark disappears. People adjust suz-
prisingly quickly to the new legal tender.

Euro festival in Frnkfurt

APRIL 26 ~ SCHOOL MASSACRE IN ERFURT

A 19-year-oid former student from Gutenberg High School
in Erfurt shoots dead 14 teachers and two students. He then
turns his weapon on himself.

SEPTEMBER 22 — SCHRODER IS REELECTED

The Social Democratic Parly remains the strongest party in
the German general elections. The voters reward Schroder’s
opposition to the Iraq war. The coalition of Social Demo-
cratg and Greens retains its parliamentary majority. Gerhard
Schrider is reelected chancellor.

APRIL 18 — AMERICA, THE ENEMY

The peace movement undergoes a revival: hundreds of thou-
sands of Germaus demonstrate in Berlin and other cities
against U.S. President George W. Bush's invasion of Irag.

MARCH 1 — RECORD UNEMPLOYMENT

The Federal Labor Office reports that 5,216,000 people in
Germany are out of a job - a postwar record.
ComMPpILED BY JoACHIM MOHR
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